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ELEVEN SAYS 
Supposing him to be the gardener . . .  
In the garden of the vicarage in my last parish, we had a 
hardy fuchsia that lived for most of the year in a container 
on a patio. As winter approached one year, we moved it to 
the side of the house where it would have more protection 
and placed in under a bay window. Sadly, we forgot all 
about it and the overhanging window stopped any rain 
reaching the soil, so when we discovered it the following 
spring it did not look well. To quote lyrics from the 
munchkins’ song in the Wizard of Oz: ‘she's not only 
merely dead, she's really most sincerely dead’. A hardy 
fuchsia really needs to be very hardy indeed to survive the 
inattention of the less than green fingered Rector.  
 
Never one to give up on a lost cause, I soaked the desert-
like soil with water and left it in God’s hands. To my 
surprise a few weeks later I found new shoots emerging 
from the dry, crispy remains of the former bush so I 
transferred it directly into the garden where it not only 
flourished but became bigger and more beautiful than it 
had been before. It became known in the family as the 
Resurrection Fuchsia and I often think of it when I reflect 
on the Easter story; something which seemed to have died 
and to be beyond hope was, when given life-giving water 
and freedom from the pot that sought to contain it, restored 
not just to the life it had before, but to a new life, a better 
more beautiful life. 
 
The Easter story at the heart of the Christian Faith is one 
of turning apparent failure and death into hope, joy and 
new life. The resurrection of Christ goes against all logic 
and all the scientific knowledge we currently possess, and 
yet there can be no doubt that it happened. How can I 
make such a claim? What proof do I have? 
 
The proof for me is quite simply in my heart, but I accept 
that to be rather subjective. I could point to the Bible and 
the four gospels it contains and their descriptions of the 
life, ministry, death and resurrection of Christ; I could also 
refer you to the Jewish historian, Josephus, who recorded 
the following in the 18th Book of his Jewish Antiquities: 
 

‘About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one 
ought to call him a man. For he was one who performed 
surprising deeds and was a teacher of such people as 
accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many 
of the Greeks. He was the Christ. And when, upon the 
accusation of the principal men among us, Pilate had 
condemned him to a cross, those who had first come to love 
him did not cease. He appeared to them spending a third 
day restored to life, for the prophets of God had foretold 
these things and a thousand other marvels about him. And 
the tribe of the Christians, so called after him, has still to this 
day not disappeared.’ 

 
Josephus was not writing a Christian Gospel to evangelise 
new believers but simply a history of the Jewish people so 
he had no reason to make it up, or promulgate a lie. 
 

But for me the most powerful proof of the resurrection is 
the impact it had on ‘those who had first come to love him’; 
the disciples had the benefit of walking alongside Jesus, 
witnessing his teaching and his miraculous acts, and yet 
this alone was not enough to prevent them from running 
away when Jesus was arrested. Their experience of his life 
was not at that point enough to change their lives. But 
following the 
resurrection 
appearances 
the lives of 
those simple, 
fearful men 
and women 
were 
changed 
forever.  
 
They left their homes and families and travelled far and 
wide sharing the Good News and were prepared to go to 
their deaths as martyrs rather than deny what they had 
seen and believed. They had become part of the love story 
between God and His people, a love story that finds its 
fulfilment in the resurrection, the source of hope and joy to 
those who believe. That love story can only be received 
and understood in the heart, not through academic study or 
scientific endeavour. It is the love story that continues in 
the present generation of the tribe of the Christians, and 
we will not disappear. 
 
May I wish you all a very Happy Easter Season. 
 
Fr Chris. 

Jesus' appearances after his Resurrection 

Mary Magdalene - Mark 16:9-11; John 20:10-18  

Other women at the tomb - Matthew 28:8-10  

Peter in Jerusalem - Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5  

The two travellers on the road - Mark 16:12,13 

10 disciples behind closed doors - Mark 16:14; Luke 
24:36-43; John 20:19-25 

11 disciples WITH Thomas - John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 
15:5  

7 disciples while fishing - John 21:1-14  

11 disciples on the mountain - Matthew 28:16-20  

A crowd of 500 - 1 Corinthians 15:6  

Jesus' brother, James - 1 Corinthians 15 :7  

Those who saw the Ascension - Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8  
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Bishop Of Norwich Appointed As Lead On 
The Environment By Archbishop Of 
Canterbury 

 

The Bishop of Norwich, Graham Usher, has accepted the 
invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury to lead the 
Church of England’s Environment Programme with a 
charge to lead bold, deliberate, collaborative action across 
the Church to tackle the grave existential crises of climate 
change and biodiversity loss. 
 
Bishop Graham will work with the Mission and Public 
Affairs department of the Church of England to lead on the 
delivery of the Church of England’s Environment 
Programme, including the commitment to net-zero carbon 
impacts across the Church of England by 2030 set by 
General Synod in February 2020.  
 
He will succeed the Bishop of Salisbury, Nicholas Holtam, 
who retires later in the year. 
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The story behind 'Thine be the glory, risen, 
conquering Son'  

 
Here is a hymn that is so well 
known and loved that it has 
simply burst the bounds of 
Easter, and gets sung 
regularly at other times of the 
year. It has two stories behind it.  
 
First, the music. The rousing music did not start out as a 
hymn, but was written by Handel for his opera 'Judas 
Maccabeus', first performed in 1746. Originally the words 
ran 'See the conquering hero comes', for Handel's opera 
tells the story (found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of the 
Jews, Judas Maccabeus, who led an army against the 
Syrians and restored worship at the Temple. With its 
triumphant refrain after each verse, the music is easy to 
learn and sing, and can be (and has been!) played to 
great effect either by the trumpets, on an organ in a large 
resonant church, or even on guitars(!).  
 
Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884,138 
years after the music. We owe them to the Rev Raymond 
Budry, a Swiss pastor from Lausanne. Ordained in the 
Free Evangelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35 years as 
the pastor of Vevey on Lake Geneva.  
 
Budry wrote the hymn in French ('A Toi La Gloire!') to 
console himself after the death of his first wife, and a year 
later (1885) it was published in Chants Evangeliques. 
Soon it found its way into English, translated by a Baptist 
minister from Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle. By 
1904 it had made the YMCA Hymn Book, and was being 
translated into other languages.  
 
It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming 
words and music, but when they did, the hymn really took 
off. The theme of 'battle' is never far from this hymn, 
whether it was the battle of Judas Maccabeus, or the battle 
over sin which was won by Christ on the cross and in rising 
from the tomb. Easter, of course, marked the biggest 
victory over the biggest enemies of all time: sin and death.  
 
What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his 
battle music had become one of the world's most popular 
and well-known Easter hymns?  
 
He was a devout man, working for the poor, praying twice 
each day, and attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So it seems 
pretty certain that he would be delighted.  

Message from Rev Cate Turner - House 
move 
 

Due to the need for unforeseen work to be carried out on 
our house, the Turner family are moving home.  With 
effect from 14th April 2020 we will be living at :  
The Rectory, The Street, Hempnall, NR15 2AD 
  

Unfortunately we don’t have a new telephone number yet 
but I can be reached on 01508 484026 until 14th April and 
we will share our new telephone number as soon as we 
can.  Alternatively I can be reached by email:  
cate.a.turner@btinternet.com at any time.   
 

Revd. Cate 

Joint Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
(Rockland Benefice AGM) 
 

This year’s Benefice Annual Meeting takes place on May 
12that 7.30via Zoom, beginning at 7.30pm. Please come 
along as we review the past year, elect members to our 
church councils and look forward to the future.  
 
Here is the Zoom link: Meeting ID: 849 6038 6452 
Passcode: 650666 
 
Christian Aid Week May 10th- 16th 

 
This year’s appeal is supporting 
communities in the developing world 
facing the devastating consequences 
of climate change.  
 

Local projects, such as building earth dams in Kenya to 
enable villages to conserve water during increasing 
droughts will be key to ensuring their future.  
 
Please give generously, if you are able. There will be 
Christian Aid envelopes available in church porches, which 
you are welcome to put in the Rectory letterbox, or you can 
donate online by following this link: 
https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/Donate/ 
 
Thank you. 
 
Revd Nick 
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Church Services for Holy Week and Easter: As we follow 
the government’s ‘roadmap’ for emerging from lockdown, 
we will be starting physically present services in our 
churches again from Holy Week: 
 

Maundy Thursday, 1st April: Holy Communion at St 
Andrew’s Church, Framingham Pigot at 7pm 
 

Good Friday, 2nd April: Stations of the Cross and the Good 
Friday Liturgy at St Peter & St Paul Bergh Apton, 2-3pm.
Although we cannot have an organised pilgrimage around 
the benefice this year as it would break the rules on the 
numbers who can gather together outside, you may like to 
arrange your own walk from St Mary’s Yelverton or St 
Ethelbert’s Thurton, or from another starting point in the 
villages and walk to Bergh Apton Church, stopping on the 
way to reflect on the Stations of the Cross. If so, please 
contact me chris.ellis23@btinternet.com and I can email 
you the booklet. Aim to arrive at church in time for the 
Good Friday Liturgy, which will begin at 2pm. 
 

Easter Eve, 3rd April: The Easter Vigil at St Ethelbert’s 
Thurton at 8pm 
 

Easter Day, 4th April: Holy Communion at St Peter & St 
Paul, Bergh Apton at 10am. All are most welcome to 
attend, but please only do so if you are comfortable with 
being with others in a public building, taking full account of 
your personal situation, health and that of your household. 
All precautions are in place, including social distancing, 
hand sanitiser, face coverings and no shared material, but 
please consider your personal risk before attending. 
 

Sundays after Easter: A Service of Holy Communion will 
be held at 11am each Sunday as per the rota on the back 
page. In addition, for those who do not yet feel comfortable 
with public worship, there will be a Service of Morning 
Prayer on ‘zoom’ at 9.30am. If you would like to join this 
online service, please email Revd Cate:  
cate.a.turner@btinternet.com and she will send you details 
on how to join. If you do not use zoom, it is possible to 
‘phone in’ on a landline or mobile to join the service; again, 
contact Cate for details.  
 

Finances: 2021 is going to be another challenging year for 
the funding of our church buildings and the mission and 
ministry in our villages. After a wonderful effort and great 
generosity last year in the light of such difficulties, I hope 
and pray that the financial support will continue. Please 
speak to me, the churchwardens or treasurers for more 
information on how to set up a regular gift through your 
bank and how to increase that gift at no cost to yourself 
through the Gift Aid scheme for taxpayers. 
 

Finally, thank you for all you are doing to support the life of 
our communities. As we emerge from lockdown we still 
face uncertain times and we must all be willing to adapt to 
changing circumstances.  
 

The clergy of the benefice are always available to offer 
support so please contact us on: 
Revd Chris Ellis: 01508 484174 

Revd Cate Turner: 01508 484026 
 

Fr Chris. 

Thurton Benefice Update 

We hope you are keeping well and looking forward to the 
new season, as nature opens up around us and we add to 
our range of activities in the weeks ahead.  
 

Our churches are moving forward carefully, slowly and 
safely, with a mix of face to face, Zoom and video services. 
We recognize that it will take some time for people to feel 
confident, and wish to support everyone wherever they feel 
they need to be at the moment. We continue to be aware of 
the ‘bigger picture’ nationally and regionally, and will 
respond swiftly to any changes that occur in the progress 
of the Government’s ‘Road Map’.  Under current 
guidelines, please would you wear a mask when attending 
worship (unless exempt) and observe social distancing. 
Unfortunately, congregational singing is still not allowed at 
present. 
 

By the time some of you receive this Eleven Says, Holy 
Week will have begun. However, we were not able to 
provide details in the previous edition, so here it is! 
 

What’s on in Holy Week and Easter in Rockland Benefice 
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday (March 28th). As we 
recall Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem in triumph, before his 
arrest and trial, we gather for a short outdoor Palm Sunday 
Service at St. Mary’s, Surlingham at 10am. Please bring 
something to sit on if you wish. 
 

It’s been great to work with our local schools constructing 
Outdoor Easter Trails in and around Rockland and 
Surlingham churchyards.  

The pupils have painted stones showing parts of the Easter 
story, and these will be on display at our wayside stations, 
where we can pause and reflect during our walk. 
 

There will be Colouring Packs and Palm Crosses available 
in church porches or posted on request. 
 

On Wednesday (31st) the Barn at Rockland Rectory will be 
open for Silent Prayer at from 8 – 8.30am. The front door of 
the Barn will be open – please walk in! 
 

On Maundy Thursday (April 1st) there will be a 10am Zoom 
Service as we recall the Last Supper and all it means for 
us. Please use this Zoom link: Meeting ID: 834 1155 2332 
Passcode: 133958 
 

Good Friday’s Watch by the Cross (2nd) at 2pm will be an 
hour vigil on Zoom, with short talks, images, music and 
prayers to reflect on in times of silence. Please use this 
link:   with the Lighting of the New Fire outside the Barn at 
7.30pm. This short service welcomes back the light of 
Christ and renew our baptism vows. 
 

On Easter morning (April 4th) we begin early with our 
Sunrise Service in Rockland St. Mary Churchyard at 6am!
Communion will be celebrated at Claxton Church at 
9.30am, and we’re gathering for Morning Prayer at 11am in 
Carleton St. Peter Church. You may also wish to take 
home one of our Bags of Easter joy! 
 
Revd Nick 

Rockland Benefice Update 
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From the Registers 
FUNERALS , BURIALS, CREMATIONS, INTERMENT OF ASHES 
30/11/20      Cynthia KLEEMAN  (93)                                             Ashby St Mary 
31/12/20      Pauline SHEAD  (66)                                                  Ashby St Mary 
11/01/21      Arthur John PENNY                                                    Carleton St Peter 
13/01/21      Eileen ‘Pat’ PADILLA                                                  Rockland St Mary 
13/01/21      Toni CZAPP  (95)                                                        Kirby Bedon 
19/01/21      Lady Mary Cecilia COLMAN  (88)                             Bixley 
09/02/21      Edna CUSHING  (94)                                                  Framingham Pigot 
17/02/21      Jean SUTER                                                                Carleton St Peter 
27/02/21      Kurt Karl SCHWARZ                                                   Bramerton 

Lady Mary Colman 
 
Lady Mary Colman died 
on 2nd January 2021 at 
the age of 88.  
 
She lived at Bixley Manor 
and was married to Sir 
Timothy Colman whose 
family set up the mustard 
manufacturers Colman’s 
of Norwich.  
 
Jeremiah Colman 
founded Colman’s of 
Norwich in 1814 at the 
Stoke Holy Cross mill on 
the river Tas.  
 
She was cousin to the Queen and Extra Lady in Waiting to 
HRH Princess Alexandra. 
 
Lady Mary was an active member of Kirby Bedon Church. 
She was very much involved in church decorations, 
providing lovely large flower arrangements using flowers 
from her own garden. She was also an active member of 
Barton Turf Choral Society and they came to Kirby Bedon 
Church for a concert. 
 
Lady Mary also served on a number of local charities 
including the EDP’s We Care 2000 Appeal, the Red Cross 
and the Norfolk Autistic Society. 
 
She leaves Sir Timothy, 5 children 10 grandchildren and 
16 great grandchildren. 

Love and serve one another  
 

On Maundy Thursday we recall the final command that Jesus gave to his disciples before his death. After the Last 
Supper, He rose and washed his disciples' feet.  
 

This was astonishing for a 'teacher' to do, but He had a firm purpose in mind: “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were to love through service, not domination, 
of one another.  
 

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is 'mandatum novum do vobis'. The word 'mundy' is thus a corruption of 
the Latin 'mandatum' (or command). The 'washing of the feet' ceremony was an important part of the medieval church's 
liturgy, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience to the example of Christ.  

Easter faith 
 

Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great 
anti-God rally was arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator 
Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and for an hour he 
demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and 
ridicule. At the end there was silence. 
 

Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a priest 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. He went and stood 
next to Bukharin. Facing the people, he raised his arms 
and spoke just three triumphant words: 'Christ is risen!' 
 

At once the entire 
assembly rose to 
their feet and gave 
the joyful 
response, "He is risen indeed!" It was a devastating 
moment for an atheist politician, who had no answer to 
give to this ancient Easter liturgy.  
 

He had not realised he was simply too late: how can you 
convince people who have already experienced God, that 
He does not exist? 

Lady Mary and Sir Timothy Colman 

Over the past year many people have followed the teachings of Jesus and shown their love by helping others in many 
ways such as collecting prescriptions, doing the shopping, or keeping an eye on elderly neighbours.  
 

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has helped in this way whether Christians or not.  



Plant Pots 
 
Sanyu Babies Home is an orphanage in 
Kampala Uganda that the Group supports. 
In 2020 we raised £2,518 from plant sales 
and donations at Applebee. 
 
If you have any medium or large sized plant pots around 7 inch 
diameter or above that you do not want they would be really useful. 
They can be left near our house so you do not need to break Covid 
rules or bring them later in the year when we have been 
vaccinated. 
 
Very many thanks to everyone who has supported Sanyu. 
 
Ruth Everett  
Applebee, Rockland St Mary, 538231 
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Crossword for Gardeners 

ANSWERS can be found at the bottom of Page 11. 

St George’s 
Dementia Support 
Group 
 
The Group has been closed 
for a year because of Covid 
but we hope to reopen in 
July 2021 if restrictions 
continue to be lifted. 
 
There will have more details 
of meetings in the June/July 
issue of Eleven Says. 
 
Ann Raines   
01508 492938 

 
One for the Rook (O4tR) 

The out of the ordinary is right under your nose 
 

BACAT’S NEWEST PRODUCTION 
 

September 8-12 and 22-26 
 

-----Watch this space----- 
 

COVID has forced a major rethink, innovation and change.  
Each O4tR “performance” (c2 hrs) is planned to start at Bergh Apton Church,  

and follow a Trail to celebrate the wild world and excite the senses.  
 

If YOU are interested in involvement or helping in any way 
or just would like to know more, please contact Christopher Meynell,  

c.m.meynell@gmail.com  (01508 558440) 
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Village News 
Bramerton 

Claxton 

Alpington & Yelverton 

Village Hall News  
 
As a result of the national lock down the hall has been 
closed with no events taking place or groups meeting with 
the exception of Pre-School. 
 
The 100 Club – We managed to keep this going with the 
help of 100 people from the villages purchasing tickets. 
The money collected enables us to pay out £40 per 
month to the winner and a further £120 in our super-draw 
in November. The additional money raised goes towards 
the up keep of the hall, which is particularly vital during 
these current times. Winner for December draw was 27 - 
M. Taylor and January 51 - Jo Hawes. 
 
We are kindly asking for your support once again to 
purchase tickets for 2021-2022.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. You can find more 
information about the hall on our facebook page 
@ashbyandthurtonvillagehall  
 
We have also registered on www.easyfundrising.org.uk, a 
free and simple way for the Village Hall to raise money 
just by you shopping online through this site. There are 
over 4,000 retailers for you to choose from. When you join 
and shop, select our cause which is ‘Ashby & Thurton 
Village Hall and Playing Field’. Once you make a 
purchase the retailer makes a small donation to our 
Village Hall charity at no cost to yourselves.  

Village Hall Vacancy 
 

Wanted: Caretaker / Cleaner.  
 

Job commences May. 8 hours a week at £10 an hour.  
 

For further details please contact  
Chris Hunter, 01508 495179,  07503 744166. 

SAM2 
 

In response to continuing public concern about speeding 
traffic in the Village, the Parish Council have purchased a 
“SAM2” speed display and recording device. This has 
been made possible by a 50% grant from Norfolk County 
Council, through the Parish Partnership Scheme.  Initially 
it has been installed mid-way on The Street.  It will be 
changed in direction and location from time-to-time. 
  

SAM2 machines alert passing motorists about their speed 
of travel, particularly if they should “SLOW DOWN”. 
Vehicle speed data is recorded and downloaded, this 
informs the Police and the Bramerton Community Speed 
Watch Team of the need for further action. Remember, 
PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY through our Village. 

St Andrew’s Church 
 

Whilst we have been unable to hold any face-to-face 
services during the last two months, we have been busy 
planning improvements to the churchyard, which we know 
is regularly visited by walkers and cyclists. These will 
include a new bench, information signs and a bicycle rack. 
Thanks to a local charity we hope to move forward with 
these when we have secured the relevant permissions. 
 

We are delighted that services will once again be held in 
the church from Easter Sunday onwards.  

 
We are also planning some 
fun activities in the 
churchyard, which will be 
available to families over 
Easter. There will also be a 
village wide sunflower 
competition in the next few 
months. 
 
This photo is of Arlo 
Gardiner who participated 
in the National Nest Box 
Week held at the church in 
February. 
 

Village hall update 
The redecoration of the Village Hall is now finished, 
complete with new blinds and curtains. Volunteers have 
also helped by replacing a radiator, carrying out minor 
repairs and power cleaning the area outside, which has 
really improved the look of the hall and is the result of a lot 
of hard work by members of the committee. We look 
forward to being able to open for functions as soon as 
regulations allow. We are keen to hear of any new 
activities people would like to see being held in the hall. 
 

While we are not able to use the hall, we are holding an 
‘outside’ Book and DVD exchange on a Monday morning. 
This takes place on the steps outside the hall between 
10:00 and 11:00. Please come along and take a look at our 
extensive stock. 

Ashby & Thurton 

Bergh Apton 

Qualified Carer Needed  
 
We need a qualified carer to join the existing team of 
carers looking after an elderly woman in Bergh Apton 
who has Alzheimer’s. The post is initially for a few hours 
a week. If you are interested, please contact 07941 
607053 for details. 

Bramerton 

Bramerton Village Hall 
 
The village hall committee will be holding the 2021 AGM 
on Wednesday 28th April at 7pm.  
 
Anyone wishing to attend please email 
bramertonvillagehall@gmail.com and a link to the 
meeting will be provided. 
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Village News 

Friend's of Rockland St Mary School (FORMS) 
 

Virtual Balloon Race:(FORMS) are participating in the 
Ecoracing National Easter Virtual Balloon Race! 
(www.ecoracing.co/user/page/1441).  Ecoracing is the 
world’s only Covid evading, climate change and wildlife 
friendly Balloon Race. The seven-day, computer 
simulation race is based on real time, real weather data 
and you can even track your balloon via Google Maps!  
You can adjust the flight dynamics of your balloon 
including its shape, thickness of latex and the amount of 
helium put in the balloon to increase your chance of 
winning. Everything is real except the balloons!  
 

We thought this would be a fun activity for adults as well as 
the kids which will help us to raise some money for 
FORMS to treat the kids to some enriching activities when 
they are able to go back to school (With some pretty 
awesome prizes too!). The Race sets off from Jerusalem 
OId Town at 12pm on 4th April (Easter Sunday). Prizes for 
the balloons that travel the furthest distance are provided 
by Ecoracing Nationally and include: 

1st Prize: £500 cash (National Prize) 

2nd Prize: Apple iPad (National Prize) 

3rd Prize: £10 Book Tokens (National Prize) 
 

FORMS will also provide a LOCAL prize to the balloon that 
travels the furthest distance in support of the Friends of 
Rockland St Mary School Charity. Balloons Cost £3 and 
are available from www.ecoracing.co/user/page/1441 
FORMS Registered Charity Number, 1109683 
 

Easter Egg Trail: (FORMS) are hosting a Covid friendly, 
Easter Egg Trail for our local families this Easter on the 
Hellington and Rockland Community 
Reserve. The children have painted 
some beautiful eggs for you to find. 
Can you find all of the eggs and solve 
our mystery question? All correct 
entries will be entered into a 
competition and one lucky winner, 
chosen at random, will win a bundle 
of Easter Treats!  
 

The trail takes place from 9am Good Friday 2nd April - 
Monday 5th April and Maps will be available on those 
dates from Rockland Village Shop or from www.facebook.
com/rocklandforms. Suggested Donation for the Maps are 
£2 and payable in cash in the shop or via Text Message: 
To Donate to the Easter Egg Trail please text EGG 
followed by your donation amount to 70450 eg: Text EGG 
2 to 70450 to donate £2. Text EGG 5 to 70450 to donate 
£5. Texts cost your donation amount plus one standard 
rate text message.  
 

Make sure you bring your wellies (not ideal for pushchairs!) 
and please adhere to current government guidelines 
regarding Covid. Thank you for your support! 
 

Claire: Chair FORMS 

Rockland St Mary 

St Mary`s Church, Rockland, Has A Spring Clean 
After sending out a request for volunteers, some 25 
parishioners readily agreed to help with much more than a 
Spring clean of St Mary’s Church. It was obviously not only 
the ancient fabric of the church that suffered during 
lockdown as the volunteers were more than happy to get 
out and about to help complete the jobs in hand. 
 

Limewash was applied to most internal walls below ladder 
height and the church porch was completely redecorated 
with new notice boards being provided by Kelvin Frosdick, 
who also agreed to renovate and redecorate the flagpole. 
It is hoped that we can fly the Union flag to celebrate the 
end of lockdown in June. 
 

Loose floor pamments were relaid, windows cleaned 
inside and out and the church will be cleaned from tip to 
toe in time for an Easter reopening, if permitted. In the 
churchyard, dangerous leaning and misplaced 
gravestones were righted, gutters and downpipes cleaned 
and the vestry roof swept out. Finally a new churchyard 
notice board and direction signs are also on order. 
 

Thanks are due to each and every one of the volunteers, 
who worked in safe family pairs or on their own. The great 
majority were not regular members of the church 
congregation, but nevertheless all were obviously happy to 
support the church, for which we are most grateful. Thanks 
also to the Friends of Rockland Church who supported the 
costs involved. 
 

David Richardson, Fabric Officer to RSM PCC 

Rockland St Mary Gardening Club 
We hope to visit gardens this summer starting in June. 
There will be more details in the next issue of Eleven 
Says. 

Parish Council News 
 

Clothes Bank at Black Horse Dyke. The Parish Council is 
pleased to tell you that a new Salvation Army clothes bank 
will be installed within the Black Horse Dyke car park as 
soon as Covid restrictions allow. Recycling your clothes at 
the clothes bank is a great way to reduce landfill, and it 
also raises money to support Salvation Army projects 
throughout the UK. Everything donated to the clothes bank 
is re-sold, re-used or recycled, helping us lessen our 
impact on the environment. 
  

Climate Change Action Leaflet. The Parish Council has 
produced a useful and practical guide with suggestions of 
things we can all do to reduce our carbon emissions and 
help take care of our planet. From switching off lights to 
switching to tea bags that are not made with plastic, there 
are lots of hints and tips in the leaflet that can make a 
difference, however small. The leaflet is available to 
download from the Parish Council website (see the Climate 
Change section), and a small number of paper copies are 
located at the exit in the Village Store in Rockland. 
 

Memorial benches at Rockland Staithe. Would you like to 
sponsor a bench in memory of a loved one?  The Parish 
Council would like to replace the dilapidated benches at 
the Staithe and are aware that some parishioners have 
previously expressed an interest in donating towards this in 
memory of someone who has passed away.  If you are 
interested, please contact the Parish Clerk on 01508 
538955. 
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Village News 
Thurton 

Thurton Church Plant Stall 
 

Thank you to everyone who has bought plants from the 
stall at the bungalow next to the village school on Ashby 
Road. Funds are being raised in aid of St Ethelbert’s 
Church in Thurton as services have not been possible in 
2021 so far. We hope this will change in April. 
 

Despite the winter weather we have been busy potting up 
plants for the spring. Primroses have been very popular in 
March. Plants to look out for are Foxgloves, strawberry 
plants, “Rabbit’s Ears” (Lychnis), ox eye daisies and 
asters. All have been grown locally so will suit your 
garden. Once plants are sold from the stall we try to 
restock as quickly as possible so if what you want has 
gone, please come back as we may have some more. 
 

Thanks again for helping to support the village church. 
 

Chris Limbach 

Leaving the village . . .  
 

It is with a heavy heart that we, Jimmy and Lynda Archer, 
have decided to downsize from our lovely home in Ashby 
St. Mary. We have had the most wonderful eleven years 
here and have enjoyed every moment. Our first 
introduction to Ashby was at one of Roy and Margaret’s 
famous Christmas parties, the house was ablaze with 
lights, Christmas decorations and of course Father 
Christmas (guess who)!  
 

From then on it was a succession of fundraisers, (mostly 
for the church toilet!) and get togethers hosted by various 
residents of Ashby. All were a great success! We were 
lucky enough to live next door to the two great fundraisers , 
Margaret Oliver and Margaret Roebuck! Unfortunately due 
to COVID these events have come to a temporary halt but 
no doubt will be resurrected when things get back to 
normal. We have made so many friends and we will miss 
you all. 
 

Love to you all from Jim and Lynda Archer 

A Message from Mrs Eileen Leathers 
 

I would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to my family, Revd 
Chris and Melanie Ellis, all friends and so many 
acquaintances and village folk, the George & Dragon, 
postmen, newspaper and delivery friends, and carers who 
have helped and kept an eye on me throughout this last 
year as I have had to stay indoors.  
 

I am most grateful to you all and hope and pray we shall 
soon get over this terrible time by doing what we are 
asked to do. When this is all over, please support all our 
lovely events, the churches, the George & Dragon, 
schools, village halls, businesses and the W.I. 
 

How fortunate we all are to live in these lovely villages. 
 

Love from Eileen. 

Pauline Shead  
  

In recent years if you’d seen or met Pauline, she would 
be walking her white Cockapoo dog around our two 
villages (mostly Thurton), usually on the morning walk. 
  

Sadly last September when walking the dog, she fell over 
leaving the top of St George’s green by Jasmeen House. 
She broke both her ankle and leg and we believe a later 
clot from the necessary surgery was the cause of her 
death on New Year’s Eve.  
 

Her loss was so unexpected and sudden that today we 
still don’t understand. Claire, our daughter, had already 
started plans to move back home as she continues work 
at a Norwich College, so now it’s me, Claire and Lilly. A 
huge, sad loss to family and friends. May Pauline rest in 
peace. 
 

Thank you to friends and neighbours for all your kind 
words and support. All stay safe. 
  

Ron Phippen – her partner. 

 
The Chet Valley B-Line  

 
The Chet Valley B-Line has been 

created by your local wildlife groups to improve habitats 
for bees, hoverflies, butterflies and other pollinating 

insects along the Chet from Poringland to the Yare. The 
continuing loss of pollinators is a conservation disaster 

and has huge economic consequences for global 
agriculture. 

 

Are you willing to help? 
 

Do you think you could dig over a patch 1 to 2 m sq in 
your lawn, flower bed or border to plant with cornfield 

annuals this spring? Wildflower seeds will attract a 
variety of pollinators and brighten your summer days.  

 

Wildflowers in your front garden or even on your verge, 
will help cheer up your neighbours too!  

They will also grow in pots. 
 

If you have questions, ideas for projects, or want more 
information please email:  rodneyaldis@ymail.com  

 

Alpington and Bergh Apton areas can contact Rodney 
on 01508 491722 or 0790 954 0672.  

 

Other local parishes can contact Andrew 07939 134326  
 

Send us your pictures! Your garden could look like this! 
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Answers to the GARDENERS CROSSWORD on Page 6 
 
ACROSS  
1 Companion. 7 Ulex 8 Mangetout. 9 Moss. 11 Odorata.  
13 Agave. 15 Tadpoles. 18 Tails. 19 Bonsai. 20 
Eelworm. 22 Incisa. 23 Petals.  
 
DOWN  
1 Compost. 2 Mangold. 3 Avena. 4 Ixora. 5 Nutmeg.  
6 Beds. 10 Stems. 12 Tolmiea. 13 Astilbe. 14 Arizona.  
16 Acorns. 17 Pistil. 21 Mas.  

'Bugs and Trugs'  
 

I wish I had a garden 
In which there are no weeds, 
Where scented flowers pervade the space,  
A lovely place, indeed. 
 

Where people passing by it  
Cry what a lovely sight, 
But when asked 'how?' about it  
I'll have to say what's right. 
 

I haven't got a magic touch  
My fingers are not green  
The answer is I fill my trug  
And squirt the bugs unseen. 
 

To keep it nice demands a price  
With aching back and knees,  
The trouble is it doesn't last 
I wish it did - yes please! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I wonder how the Queen may fare  
With garden parties yonder, 
She doesn't deal with bugs and trugs  
Yet guests break out in wonder. 
 

But when the time approaches 
The Queen comes into sight, 
To get a glimpse of royalty 
Can really make your night. 
 

A greater party has been booked 
To which we're all invited, 
To meet with Christ the King of Kings  
Should make us quite excited. 
 

You do not have to earn your place  
Through Christ it's freely given, 
He died so we can have a space 
in His eternal Heaven. 
 

'Though Heaven is a lovely place  
our focus must be changed, 
To live with Christ and share His life  
Is something to be gained. 
 

Away with bugs, away with trugs  
No need in this domain, 
This perfect life away from strife  
Eternally remains. 
 

Leslie Moore  

Britain 

Answers can be found on Page 15 

DAVID MATTHEWS 
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Answers to the St George’s Day Quiz on Page 11. 

TERRY FROST 

HOLIDAY LET.   
The Barn at the Well House, Rockland St Mary. 1 bedroom barn available 
for holiday lets, weekend stays, etc.  All amenities. Call Lisa Reynolds, 
07939 037743 or 01508 538551 or email: lchreynolds@gmail.com. 
  
VILLAGE HALLS 
Alpington & Yelverton - Main hall. Large committee/club room. Kitchen and 
dining area. Excellent heating. Car park. Children's play area. £10 an hour 
for regular user groups and private functions. Business and trade £20 an 
hour. Please contact Chris Blower, chrisblower587@gmail.com or mobile 
07986 468432 for bookings  www.alpingtonvillagehall.wordpress.com 
 
Ashby and Thurton - Main hall with kitchen facilities and/or committee 
room available for private hire per hour, day or half day. Discounted rates 
for regular contract bookings. Ideal for meeting groups and social 
activities. Please contact Laura Vaissiere, telephone: 01508 480773 or 
email: ashbythurtonvillagehall@gmail.com.. 
  
Bergh Apton – Fully refurbished.  Large main hall with stage plus smaller 
room, fully-fitted kitchen, heating throughout.  Disabled toilet with baby-
changing area.  Large car park, gardens and play park.  Contact Hilary 
Ling on 01508 480439 or email hilary.ling@btinternet.com. 
  
Bramerton - Spacious hall with fully equipped kitchen and large car park.  
£8 per hour, minimum hire 2 hours. Daily rate available. Discounted rates 
for regular bookings. Contact Alison on 01508 537041 or Jane on 01508 
538279. 
  
Claxton & Carleton St Peter - Spacious, fully equipped hall. Fully fitted 
kitchen. Ideal for functions and regular users. Disabled facilities.   Large 
car park. Free high speed broadband. Bar available on request. £8 per 
hour or by session. Contact Judy Jackson, 01508 480128 or Sarah Carter, 
01508 480555. 
  
Rockland St Mary - Margaret Mack Hall available evenings and weekends 
for private parties, meetings and social activities. Rates per hour or per 
day. Contact Debs Sayles, 01508 537077, after 4pm please, or email: 
deborah.sayles8@gmail.com . 
  
Rockland St Mary - The Parish Room is available for hire. With kitchen 
facilities it is ideal for social functions, parties, clubs and meetings. Hire 
rates are extremely reasonable. Please contact Jayne Regan, 01508 
538087. 



Thurton Benefice 
 
Revd Chris Ellis 
The Rectory  
29 Ashby Road 
THURTON 
NR14 6AX 
Tel: 01508 484174 
Email: chris.ellis23@btinternet.com 
 
Revd Cate Turner 
13 Ashby Road, 
THURTON 
NR14 6AX 
Tel: 01508 484026 
Email: cate.a.turner@btinternet.com 
 
BYRUS Youth Worker 
Norwich Youth for Christ 
Mousehold Hub, 22 Mousehold 
Avenue, NORWICH. NR3 4RS   
Tel: 01603 620678 
norwichyfc.co.uk 

CLERGY OF THE BRAMERTON GROUP 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF 
PORINGLAND AND LODDON 
 
Parish Priest  
Father Padraig HAWKINS, The Lodge,  
17 Upgate, Poringland. NR14 7SH.  
Tel: 01508 492589.  
Email: Frpadraighawkins@gmail.com 
 
Times of Masses 

Saturday                 6 pm Loddon 

Sunday                   9 am Poringland 

Daily Mon-Fri          8 am Poringland 

Saturday                 9 am Poringland 

 
Staff days off: 
 

Monday                             Chris Ellis 

Thursday                          Mandy Ansell  

Friday                                Nick and Helen 
                                          Garrard 

 

ELEVEN SAYS EDITORIAL BOARD 
 

Editor: Ruth Everett 
  Tel: 01508 538231 
 

Treasurer, Donations, Advertising:  John 
Everett Applebee, Bramerton Lane, 
Rockland St Mary, Norwich. NR14 7HE. 
Tel: 01508 538231 
 

Contributions, Page Layout and Design: 
Angie Yeomans 
15 Bramerton Lodge, Bramerton, Norwich. 
NR14 7EQ. Tel: 01508 538131 
(Answerphone) 
 

Contributions are very welcome subject to 
the Board’s discretion and available space. 
Deadline for all material (“copy”) for the 
next issue is 10th MAY 2021. 
 

Email:  elevensays@hotmail.com 
 

Produced by:  Angie Yeomans 
 
Printed by:  Interprint, County Hall, 
Martineau Lane, NORWICH. NR1 2DL 
Tel: 01603 894195 

Rockland Benefice 
 
Revd Canon Nick Garrard  
The Rectory 
Rockland St Mary 
NORWICH 
NR14 7EY 
Tel: 01508 538014 
Email: nickgarr39@aol.com 
 
Revd. Helen Garrard 
The Rectory 
Rockland St Mary 
NORWICH 
NR14 7EY 
Tel: 01508 538014 
Email: broadsidecurate@aol.com 
 
Revd Mandy Ansell 
44 The Street,,  
Rockland St Mary 
NR14 7AH.   
Tel: 01508 538654 
Email: mandy.ansell44@gmail.com 

Please note:   
At Holy 
Communion, 
where only two 
readings are 
used, the first 
reading will 
usually be the 
Epistle, and the 
second will 
always be the 
Gospel reading.   
 
At other services 
where two 
readings are 
used, the first will 
usually be the 
Old Testament 
reading, and the 
second can be 
either the Epistle 
or the Gospel 
readings. 

 

Bible Readings Sunday by Sunday: April & May 2021 
 
Date            Old Testament               Epistle                            Gospel  

04/04/21     Acts 10.34-43                  1 Corinthians 15.1-11      John 20.1-18                   Easter Day 

11/04/21     Acts 4.32-35                    1 John 1.1 - 2.2               John 20.19-31                 2nd Sunday of Easter 

18/04/21     Acts 3.12-19                    1 John 3.1-7                    Luke 24.36b-48               3rd Sunday of Easter       

25/04/21     Acts 4.5-12                      1 John 3.16-24                John 10.11-18                 4th Sunday of Easter       

02/05/21     Acts 8.26-40                    1 John 4.7-21                  John 15.1-8                     5th Sunday of Easter 

09/05/21     Acts 10.44-48                  1 John 5.1-6                    John 15.9-17                   6th Sunday of Easter 

13/05/21     Acts 1.1-11                      Ephesians 1.15-23          Luke 24.44-53                 Ascension Day 

16/05/21     Acts 1.15-17,21-26          1 John 5.9-13                  John 17.6-19                   7th Sunday of Easter 

23/05/21     Acts 2.1-21                      Romans 8.22-27             John 15.26-27;                Pentecost/Whit Sunday 
                                                                                                                16.4b-15 

30/05/21     Isaiah 6.1-8                     Romans 8.12-17             John 3.1-17                     Trinity Sunday 

06/06/21     Genesis 3:8-15                2 Corinthians 4.13 - 5.1   Mark 3.20-35                  1st Sunday after Trinity 

 

4th April 
Easter Day  

Gold 

11th April 
2nd of Easter 

White 

18th April 
3rd of Easter 

White 

25th April 
4th of Easter 

White 

2nd May 
5th of Easter 

White 

9th May 
6th of Easter 

White 

16th May 
7th of Easter 

White 

23rd May 
Pentecost 

Red 

30th May 
Trinity 

Sunday 
White/Gold 

6th June 
Trinity 1 
Green 

 

Ashby     11.00 
HC     11.00 

HC  

Bergh Apton 10.00 
HC     11.00 

MP      

Bramerton  
11.00 

Outdoor 
Service 

      10.00 
MP   

Carleton St 
Peter 

11.00 
MP    

11.00 
MP     

11.00 
MP  

Claxton 9.30 
HC 

 10.00 
HC 

 9.30 
HC 

  10.00 
HC 

 9.30 
HC 

 

Fram. 
Pigot  11.00 

HC     11.00 
HC     

Kirby Bedon            

Rockland St 
Mary 

6AM 
Sunrise 
Service 

Churchyard 

  
10.00 

Barn/Zoom 
MP 

  10.00 
HC 

    

Surlingham      10.00 
MP 

     

Thurton   11.00 
HC     11.00 

HC    

Yelverton    11.00  
 HC     11.00 

HC   

ONLINE 
SERVICES  

9.30  
MP 

9.30  
MP 

9.30  
MP 

9.30  
MP  

9.30  
MP 

9.30  
MP 

9.30  
MP 

9.30  
MP  

PLEASE NOTE:  The next issue will be published on Saturday 31st July, 2021.  

10.00 ZOOM EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE:  MEETING ID: 817 2421 0575.  PASSCODE: 070282 
 

For joining information for the Online Morning Prayer Services please contact Revd Cate: cate.a.turner@btinternet.com  


