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Introduction  

Another month rolls by and with that brings a 

change in seasons. We have finally seen some 

worthwhile rain which has allowed many farmers 

to start preparing crops for next year at long last. 

Thankfully, the weather we have experienced in 

Norfolk has not brought the downpours many of us 

feared onto the hard ground, it has been 

reasonably steady and spread out giving the ground 

a chance to absorb it.  

This month, from a policing point of view, has been 

very different to anything any of us have ever 

experienced in light of the sad passing of our 

Queen. Many resources were required to assist at 

Sandringham and also down in London itself. The 

passing of Queen Elizabeth II was a sad day but the 

events that followed and celebration of her life 

have been incredible.  

Despite resources being sent elsewhere over the 

last month, policing in Norfolk continued with 

many of us stepping into slightly different roles for 

a few days assisting with day-to-day policing and 

other functions which could not be stopped.  

Last month I mentioned PC Chris Holmes would be 

joining local officers at one of the last regional 

agriculture shows at Aylsham over the August bank 

holiday. He reported it was a brilliant day and many 

enjoyed the end of Summer weather. As a team we 

are already looking forward to next spring when 

the shows start up again as they are something we 

all enjoy doing and give us an opportunity to speak 

to members of the community.  

 

We’ve Joined Facebook! 

As part of our on going commitment to increase 

engagement within our rural communities we are 

pleased to announce we have launched our very 

own Norfolk Rural Crime Facebook page to go 

alongside this newsletter and our Twitter account. 

Please give us a follow, Facebook gives us some 

better tools for engagement moving forward. 

facebook.com/NorfolkRuralCrime or search Norfolk 

Rural Crime in Facebook 

 

 



WhatsApp Group   

The Operation Randall WhatsApp group is expanding. At present the group mainly consists of partner agencies, key 

landowners and administrators of other social media rural groups. I am currently looking at increasing the size of this 

group so if you meet one or more of the above criteria – work for a partner agency, key landowner or you administer 

another rural group on social media - or if you think you would benefit or be able to contribute in any way, I want to hear 

from you. You can contact me on email at christopher.shelley@norfolk.pnn.police.uk 

Engagement Events—THIS WEEK! 

We have a further date for the diary where I will be 

joined by the Chief Constable and the Police and 

Crime Commissioner as well as my Inspector and 

Sergeant again. This is an informal events with an 

opportunity to see a small presentation on the work 

we do and have a chat with any of us. While these 

are informal events and people are free to drop in 

and out as they please, please let us know if you’re 

planning to attend so we have an idea of how many 

people to expect. Please drop us an email at 

OperationRandall@norfolk.police.uk so we can 

make sure we have enough space. That said, if the 

day arrives and you’d like to join us, please still do 

come along…you will certainly not be turned away! 

So, the date and venue is: 

 

·         Wednesday 5 October 2022, 2pm to 4pm, 

Glebe Farm Barn, Church Lane, Gressenhall, 

Dereham, NR19 2QQ (near Dereham). 

 

I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank the 

owner of this location for allowing us to use them 

for the day. 

 

Don't panic if you can't make this event we will be 

arranging further opportunities around the county. 

  

Pest and Predator Control - Traps   

Predator and pest control is an important part of 

managing our wildlife and countryside. It is vital 

that any methods employed are legal and humane. 

We have recently seen a number of traps that 

should not be set at all or are set incorrectly which 

could cause harm to untargeted species or suffering 

to species targeted. 

All traps must be legal to be set, set in a manner to 

target correct species and not cause suffering. If this 

is not the case you could be liable to prosecution. 

Essentially any spring traps must be approved under 

the Spring Trap Approval Order (STOA) 2018 which 

can be found in the link below listing all legal traps 

and what species they can be used for, and how 

they must be set: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/1190/

made 

 

Further advice is available from many other sources 

including British Association for Shooting and 

Conservation (BASC). 

If you have any concerns around any traps you see 

which you believe are not set correctly please 

contact the OP Randall team via email 

(OperationRandall@norfolk.police.uk), never touch 

any traps even if set correctly and legally they can 

cause some serious injuries if handled incorrectly. 

What I would like to say is nearly all of the traps we 

see when we are out and about, are perfectly legal 

and set correctly so many people gamekeepers, 

farmers, land owners, pest controllers and many 

more are doing a great job.  
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Wildlife Crime—Otter Killed in an Illegal Trap 

It is disappointing to have to report that at the 

beginning of September a member of the public 

reported a dead otter had been killed in a trap near 

Bressingham/Fersfield which is close to Diss in 

South Norfolk. 

When officers attended, we found what we believe 

to be an illegal trap which had been set alongside 

some other traps set incorrectly. We are now 

working with some experts to fully ascertain the 

circumstances of this incident and will provide 

further information in due course. 

Otters are a protected species both under Wildlife 

and Countryside Act and also Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. In summary 

you cannot kill, trap or disturb otters. There are 

some very strict conditions that can be met for 

some individuals to be given a licence to capture an 

otter to be released elsewhere but these are very 

uncommon. 

Otters were almost extinct in the UK in the 1970s, 

however the work of the Otter Trust in the 80s and 

90s saw the endangered species saved from 

extinction and doing really well the East of the UK. 

Norfolk also has a claim to fame in the history of the 

Otter Trust and the success of rescuing the species 

with the Otter Trust setting up at the time largest 

collection of otters and its headquarters in Earsham, 

Norfolk. This site was closed many years ago after 

the success of the project it was deemed no longer 

needed, the Otter Trust however continue to do 

their fantastic work and their old site is also being 

used for conservation work again.  

 

Wildlife Crime—2 Bat Investigations 

I have been assisting with a job in the North Norfolk 

area whereby a building was being demolished 

which had a single bat roosting within, we have now 

interviewed the suspect in this matter and are 

preparing the file for its final outcome. 

We have also started making enquiries around a 

couple of buildings in West Norfolk after locals 

become concerned with works being conducted 

within these buildings. 

It is essential if you plan to do any renovation work, 

especially around roofs and attics or in old outside 

sheds/barns etc. that it is properly checked and 

correct ecology surveys conducted. 

Destroying a bat roost whether a bat is present or 

not is a criminal offence and you are liable to 

prosecution as the owner of the building and also 

anyone carrying out the work.  

 

Hare Coursing/OP Galileo Update 

There is not a lot to report under this topic this 

month which is exactly what I want to be reporting! 

We certainly are not taking our foot off the pedal as 

it were, with proactive patrol days planned over the 

next few months as the ground softens up and it 

becomes more likely we may see this sort of 

criminality. If you see vehicles or dogs chasing hares 

or deer please contact us immediately on 999. 

Never put yourself in danger but obtain as much 

detail as possible to pass to our call-takers like 

vehicles involved, descriptions and any number 

plate details.  
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Avian Flu 

Sadly, we have not seen the end of bird flu we had 

hoped for during the Summer months, many will 

have seen the shocking sites of huge amounts of 

dead sea birds in the north and we didn’t escape it 

along our coast. 

Unfortunately, we are now starting to see a number 

of outbreaks within commercial flocks across the 

county as are neighbouring counties, we are 

nowhere near the peak ‘bird flu season’ yet which is 

a real concern. 

Currently there is no housing orders in place, 

relevant agencies are meeting regularly to discuss 

any steps which may be needed as we go through 

Winter. Any keepers of poultry should be trying to 

exclude wild birds from mixing with domesticated 

poultry, also take sensible bio security steps with 

visitors to your premises. 

Avian Flu (bird flu) is a notifiable disease and if you 

believe your poultry have got or died from it you 

must report it immediately to Defra Rural Services 

Helpline on 03000 200 301 failure to do so is an 

offence. 

We know that the disease is circulating in our wild 

bird population and also potential in pheasants too. 

If you come across any of the following: 

·         one or more dead bird of prey or owl 

·         three or more dead gulls or wild waterfowl 

(swans, geese and ducks) 

·         five or more dead birds of any species 

You should call the Defra helpline 03459 33 55 77 

DO NOT TOUCH any dead or visibly sick birds that 

you find, whilst the risk to humans is very low there 

is an increased risk from handling infected birds, 

same for domestic animals like cats or dogs.  

 

Avian Flu - Norfolk, Suffolk and parts of Essex declared 

an Avian Influenza Prevention Zone   

Since I wrote the above piece things have sadly taken a 

turn for the worse with further cases being confirmed in 

several further premises in Norfolk and Suffolk on an 

almost daily basis.  

 

This led to APHA declaring Norfolk alongside Suffolk and 

parts of Essex as Avian Influenza Prevention Zone which 

increases surveillance on wild bird populations alongside 

require keepers of poultry to take further steps to 

prevent spread. I have listed a few of the key ones aimed 

at keeper of under 500 birds for the full list and those 

affecting keepers of 500+ birds please follow the link to 

the .GOV website.  

You must increase biosecurity measures, restricting 

visitors and prevent equipment being moved from shed 

to shed 

Where possible remove contact from wild birds 

including from food and drinking sources. 

Ducks and geese must not be kept in same enclosure as 

other poultry 

Comprehensive records of mortality within the flock 

must be kept as well as a record of all visitors including 

vehicles. 

Avian Flu remains a reportable disease and if you 

suspect your flock have been infected you must notfiy 

APHA immediatly failure to do so is an offence. 

Avian influenza (bird flu) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  
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What is happening in the countryside in October? 

Many of our arable farmers will be making the most of the 

drier days in between the much-needed rain in getting next 

Summer’s cereal crops in the ground. Many have delayed 

doing this as the seed would just not have germinated and 

grown well enough in drought conditions. 

Norfolk is also a key area for sugar beet and we will start to 

see that being lifted in the next couple of weeks with Bury 

St Edmunds and Cantley factories opening on the 5 October 

and 20 October respectively. This is a few weeks later than 

normal in an attempt to give the plant a chance to recover 

from the Summer drought and improve the sugar yield. 

There also needs to be some moisture in the ground to lift 

the beet safely. 

This will bring the classic muddy winter roads, most 

farmers do their best in clearing up this ‘by product’ of 

farming and I am appealing to all to drive to the conditions, 

drive to arrive. If there is some mud on the road, slow 

down a little as it will affect handling and breaking, pay 

attention to signs and give the farmers a chance to clear up 

before calling us. If, of course, it is so dangerous then do let 

us know and we will make enquiries.  

On the livestock farms many will be preparing for bringing 

stock in for the winter months but hoping to get as much as 

possible out of the grass outside as winter feed stock are 

likely to be lower than normal due to our drought 

conditions. Housing livestock for their welfare during 

winter months is an expensive necessity for most, 

particularly cattle. Feed and bedding do not come cheap 

and never more so than this year. 

Most sheep will remain outdoors until lambing in the spring 

normally, however many will be preparing them for 

tupping season (mating), its essential that not only the 

male sheep (tup or ram) is in top condition ahead of going 

in with the ewes as he is likely be asked to cover 30+ ewes 

very quickly. The ewes themselves also need to be in top 

condition to carry the lambs through the winter months. 

Some early lambing flocks will have already started tupping 

traditionally you put the tup in next month on the 5th of 

November for lambs to be born on the 1st of April however 

with modern markets requiring lamb all year round some 

flocks have moved to earlier lambing making the product 

available for a longer period of time. You also tend to find 

pedigree pure bred sheep are lambed earlier, so they are 

much bigger for the show season which starts at the end of 

May. 

As for our wildlife most, if not all of our Summer visitors are 

long gone to warmer climates. That said, we still have some 

migratory birds that visit us from the North for a less harsh 

winter. These include many Geese, one of our most prolific 

species that appears is the Pink-Footed Geese it arrives 

from Iceland and Greenland to spend winter here in better 

feeding grounds. I am yet to see any in Norfolk yet but they 

have been seen further north along the coast, so I don’t 

expect it to be much longer before we see them down here 

in Norfolk. 

October is also a fantastic time to be getting out into our 

woodlands, as the leaves start to change colour carpeting 

the ground in an incredible crunchy carpet which never 

gets boring walking through. You will also start to see some 

colourful mushrooms popping up. Many of our hibernating 

species or ones that slow down during winter will be 

building reserves up and collecting the nuts up. Robins will 

be back in our gardens looking for that worm you turn over 

alongside the blackbirds as their more natural food sources 

run out. 

October also usually signals a mad rush to the orchards to 

collect up all the apples and pears, however its been 

reported some have already been harvested in September 

again due to our freak Summer weather. Some have 

though reported apples tasting incredibly sweet 

because of the sun they received so we can enjoy that 

over the long winter months!  
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Fuel Bowser Theft Increase - Secure Your Fuel!  

Over the past couple of weeks we have a seen a 

couple of incidents of theft from building sites or site 

compounds in various locations. In particular, white 

diesel being targeted with bowsers being taken 

alongside tools. 

 

We are asking owners to consider the security 

around these items of plant by securing them as best 

as possible and increasing security around the site's. 

Some points to consider are; 

 

• Can you immobilise the bowser (wheel removal 

or use of a wheel) 

• Place the bowser behind heavy hard to move 

objects  

• Consider the use of tracking devices 

• Install a trailer lock 

• Mark the bowser up overtly and covertly to 

assist in recovery 

• Have a record of serial numbers should the 

worst happen 

• Consider lighting and CCTV options 

 

We are also appealing to members of public who see 

movement on such sites during the hours of darkness 

and it doesn't look right to contact us immediately. 

With the nights pulling in most building sites do not 

operate during darkness for safety reasons any lights 

or movement on such properties is unlikely to be 

legitimate.   

 

Shed Breaks and Theft of Agro Chemicals 

Towards the end of last month we saw a rise in shed/

barn breaks with tools being taken alongside a 

couple of quadbikes. Please review your security 

around such buildings, remember make it as difficult 

as possible. Consider putting lawnmowers, quadbikes 

and large tools behind objects that cannot be moved 

quietly. Another simple idea is to chain all your larger 

tools and equipment together makes them much 

harder to remove and noisy to remove, possibly 

alerting to you to a theft. 

Also consider audible shed alarms which are a very 

affordable deterrent too. 

For those who store agro chemicals, we had two 

thefts from farm chemical stores again, please review 

security and who has access to these stores. The 

chemical that seems to have been targeted is 

Glyphosate (weed killer) so if anyone is offered any 

quantities of this from an unknown source please let 

us know immediately. 

 

Final Word 

Thanks again for taking the time to read, if you can 

join us on the 5 October at Gressenhall, please do so. 

As always, any concerns or queries please do get in 

touch with us. Enjoy October! 

 

I can now also add that the Sandringham Game and 

Country Fair which was cancelled last month has 

been rescheduled for the weekend of 15th and 16th 

of October. Myself, PC Chris Holmes and PC Alex 

Lovelock will be there for the weekend so do come 

and see us. This is a fantastic rural event with so 

much for families to get involved in. 

 

Have a great month. 

Chris  



 

 


